Complementary DNA sequences encoding the rat MHC class II RT1-Bu and RT1-Du alpha and beta chains.
The rat major histocompatibility complex loci RT1-B and RT1-D are equivalent to the human leucocyte antigens HLA-DQ and HLA-DR respectively. Here we describe the complementary DNA (cDNA) sequence encoding the alpha and beta chains of both the RT1-B and RT1-D locus genes of the rat RT1u haplotype. We have found entire sequence identity between five different inbred rat strains of the RT1u haplotype, which differs from previously published, incomplete sequences. This information is of considerable value for experimental studies of transplantation immunity and autoimmune disease.